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For more than 35 years, TheCapitol.Net and its predecessor, Congressional Quarterly  

Executive Conferences, have been training professionals from government, military,  

business, and NGOs on the dynamics and operations of the legislative and  

executive branches and how to work with them.

Our training and publications include congressional operations, legislative and  

budget process, communication and advocacy, media and public relations, research,  

testifying before Congress, legislative drafting, critical thinking and writing, and more.

TheCapitol.Net encompasses a dynamic team of more than 150 faculty members  

and authors, all of whom are independent subject matter experts and  

veterans in their fields. Faculty and authors include senior government executives,  

former members of Congress, Hill and agency staff, editors and journalists,  

lobbyists, lawyers, nonprofit executives, and scholars.

We have worked with hundreds of clients across the country to develop  

and produce a wide variety of custom, on-site training programs.  

All courses, seminars, and workshops can be tailored to align with your  

organization’s educational objectives and presented on-site at your location. 

TheCapitol.Net is on the GSA Schedule, 874-4, for custom on-site training:  

GSA Contract GS02F0192X. 

TheCapitol.Net has more than 2,000 clients representing congressional offices,  

federal and state agencies, military branches, corporations, associations,  

news media, and NGOs nationwide.

TheCapitol.Net is a non-partisan firm.

Our blog: Hobnob Blog—hit or miss ... give or take ... this or that ...
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Special Rules in the House of Representatives

Summary

The House Rules Committee enables the House to debate and vote on major
legislation that is not privileged for floor consideration and that cannot pass by
unanimous consent or under suspension of the rules. The Committee reports
resolutions, known as rules or special rules, to make individual bills in order for floor
action and to affect the procedures for debating, amending, and voting on the bills,
usually in Committee of the Whole. 

Open rules do not restrict the germane floor amendments that Members can
propose. Closed rules generally prohibit all floor amendments, except perhaps for
those recommended by the standing committee with jurisdiction over the bill.
Restrictive rules, sometimes called modified open or modified closed rules, limit
opportunities for offering floor amendments, usually by identifying the specific
amendments that are to be in order. 

The Rules Committee also may report rules with “queen-of-the-hill” or
“self-executing” provisions that set aside some of the regular procedures and
prohibitions of the legislative process. In addition, special rules can waive points of
order against bills and amendments. Conference reports usually receive rules only or
primarily to waive points of order. 

The Rules Committee can devise a resolution to address, create, or avoid almost
any parliamentary situation. However, each of its resolutions must be debated and
adopted by majority vote on the House floor. Thus, the House first considers the
proposed rule on a bill before beginning consideration of that bill under the terms and
conditions of the rule. 

This report was originally written by Stanley Bach, a former Senior Specialist
in the Legislative Process at CRS. This contents of this report, and the examples cited
herein, reflect the practices of the House with regard to special rules at the time it was
written.  It will be updated to reflect any changes in House practice. 
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Learn how Capitol Hill really works
All of our programs and any combination of their topics  
can be tailored for on-site training for your organization.
For more than 35 years, TheCapitol.Net and its predecessor, Congressional Quarterly Executive 
Conferences, have been teaching professionals from government, military, business, and NGOs about  
the dynamics and operations of the legislative and executive branches and how to work with them.

Our custom, on-site training and publications include congressional operations, legislative and budget 
process, communication and advocacy, media and public relations, research, testifying before Congress, 
legislative drafting, critical thinking and writing, and more.

•	Diverse Client Base—We have tailored hundreds of custom on-site training programs for Congress, 
numerous agencies in all federal departments, the military, law firms, lobbying firms, unions, think 
tanks and NGOs, foreign delegations, associations and corporations, delivering exceptional insight  
into how Washington works.TM 

•	Experienced Program Design and Delivery—We have designed and delivered hundreds  
of custom programs covering congressional/legislative operations, budget process, media training,  
writing skills, legislative drafting, advocacy, research, testifying before Congress, grassroots, and more.

•	Professional Materials—We provide training materials and publications that show how Washington 
works. Our publications are designed both as course materials and as invaluable reference tools.

•	Large Team of Experienced Faculty—More than 150 faculty members provide independent  
subject matter expertise. Each program is designed using the best faculty member for each session.

•	Non-Partisan—TheCapitol.Net is non-partisan.

•	GSA Schedule—TheCapitol.Net is on the GSA Schedule, 874-4, for custom on-site training:  
GSA Contract GS02F0192X. 

Please see our Capability Statement on our web site at TCNCS.com.

Custom training programs are designed to meet your educational and training goals, each led by 
independent subject-matter experts best qualified to help you reach your educational objectives  
and align with your audience. 

As part of your custom program, we can also provide classroom space, breaks and meals, receptions,  
tours, and online registration and individual attendee billing services.

For more information about custom on-site training for your organization, please see our web site: 
TCNCustom.com or call us: 202-678-1600, ext 115.
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