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Congress may direct federal and independent agencies, commissions, and the President to
prepare and submit required reports to Congress and its committees as a function of its oversight
of the executive branch and to obtain information for the purposes of enacting legislation. These
reporting requirements may be located in public laws, the United States Code, and committee reports.
Reporting requirements may vary widely in aspects such as deadlines, requested content, and congressional entities to which
the reports are to be submitted. The forms in which reports are delivered, including the submission of written materials or inperson delivery through briefings or testimonies, also vary. Additionally, the purpose reporting serves varies and may include
facilitating oversight, ensuring compliance, and generally informing congressional study and decisionmaking.
For Congress, a first step in considering new or leveraging current reporting requirements may involve identifying what
reporting requirements exist, determining when submissions were due, and then locating the reporting that was submitted to
Congress or reasonably establishing that reporting was not submitted. However, identifying what reporting requirements are
due to Congress and which reporting has already been submitted is often difficult. Difficulties result from the need to
translate variations in the language Congress used in drafting, report types, and underlying purposes of reporting
requirements into search strategies.
As such, carefully constructing and systematically using search strategies to mitigate these difficulties may be helpful. These
strategies may include the following:
Identifying authoritative sources with effective search engines in which to search the United States Code,
public laws, or committee reports;
Selecting relevant search terms by considering report submitters, recipients, forms, and timing;
Utilizing search engine rules in order to maximize positive search results and minimize negative results;
and
Experimenting with different search strategies.
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1 For more general information on congressionally mandated reports, see CRS Report R46357, Congressionally
Mandated Reports: Overview and Considerations for Congress, by William T. Egar; CRS Report R42490,
Reexamination of Agency Reporting Requirements: Annual Process Under the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010
(GPRAMA), by Clinton T. Brass; and CRS Report RL30240, Congressional Oversight Manual, coordinated by
Christopher M. Davis, Walter J. Oleszek, and Ben Wilhelm. The report by William Egar (R46357) has been archived
but it is available to congressional clients upon request.
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2 This report focuses on reporting requirements to be made to Congress, but some reporting requirements may also
specify the President or other executive agencies as recipients for agency reporting.
3 For discussion, see CRS Report R42490, Reexamination of Agency Reporting Requirements: Annual Process Under
the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 (GPRAMA), by Clinton T. Brass.
4

submitted zero, one, or multiple times. An example of a reporting requirement provision that illustrates a specified
circumstance is the following excerpt from 42 U.S.C. §247dunder paragraph (1), the Secretary [of Health and Human Services] shall submit to the appropriate committees of the
Congress a report that provides an explanation of the reasons for issuing the declaration and the reasons underlying the
5 For more information on committee reports, see CRS Report 98-305, Senate Committee Reports: Required Contents,
by Elizabeth Rybicki; and CRS Report 98-169, House Committee Reports: Required Contents, by Judy Schneider.
6 Note that if a statute incorporates committee report language by reference and that incorporated language includes a
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reporting requirement, then the reporting requirement becomes legally binding.
7 For additional information, please see CRS Report R45442,
Branch Agencies, by Todd Garvey and Daniel J. Sheffner.
8 Congressional Research Service (CRS) subject matter experts are available to provide assistance to congressional
clients identifying search terms and developing search strategies.
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Pocket
Constitution

The Declaration of Independence
The Constitution of the United States
The Bill of Rights
Amendments XI–XXVII
Gettysburg Address

TCNFPC.com

9

9

Some search engines also allow a search specifying a number of characters between search terms. Others allow a
search specifying both the number of characters or words between search terms and the order in which the search terms
must appear to be included in the search results.
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For more information on the United States Code, please see https://uscode.house.gov/about_code.xhtml.
For discussion, see U.S. House of Representatives, Office of the La
https://uscode.house.gov/about_classification.xhtml.
12 Some of these freestanding statutes have been compiled unofficially by the House Office of Legislative Counsel. See
http://legcoun.house.gov/
members/HOLC/Resources/comps_alpha.html.
13 For more information on federal statutes, please see CRS Report R45190, From Slip Law to United States Code: A
Guide to Federal Statutes for Congressional Staff, by Eva M. Tarnay.
14 As of December 1, 2021.
11

Congressional Research Service

6

15

16
17

18

15

For information on currency and updating of the U.S. Code, https://uscode.house.gov/currency/
currency.shtml;jsessionid=BCD3BD81F147E96D3BC6462E715A252E.
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As of December 1, 2021.
-1811, 1813Congress.gov searches of public laws, though available data on legislation in these historical Congresses varies. For
more information on the scope and coverage of legislation on Congress.gov, please see https://www.congress.gov/help/
legislation. You may consider searching these historical Congresses separately. In any case, the needs of your specific
project may be helpful in deciding how many years of legislation to search.
18
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For additional information, please see CRS Report R45442,
Branch Agencies, by Todd Garvey and Daniel J. Sheffner.
20 For more information on congressional committees, please see https://www.congress.gov/committees.
21 When creating a proximity search on
22

utive

As of December 1, 2021.
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U.S. Congress. House Rules of the 117th Congress, prepared by The Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives, 117th
Cong., 1st sess., available at https://rules.house.gov/sites/democrats.rules.house.gov/files/117-House-Rules-Clerk.pdf.
24 The most recent report was published in January 2021. See U.S. Congress, Reports to be Made to Congress, prepared
by The Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives, 117th Cong., 1st sess., H.Doc. 117-4 (Washington: GPO, 2021), available
at https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CDOC-117hdoc4/pdf/CDOC-117hdoc4.pdf.

Congressional Research Service

9

25

26

27

25

authorities as listed in the document.
26

be submitted zero, one, or multiple times.
27 The full text of executive communications is never included in the Congressional Record.
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28 Executive Communications (ECs) are listed by communication number in the Congressional Record, which is
available online from 1989 to present at https://www.congress.gov and in printed form for previous years. In addition,
the online version of the Daily Digest on Congress.gov provides a link to the Congressional Record page(s) that list

and browsing on Congress.gov at https://www.congress.gov/.
29

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/chrg/87.
ProQuest Congressional is a database available to congressional staff on congressional devices at
https://congressional.proquest.com.
30
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Kathleen E. Marchsteiner
Senior Research Librarian

The following individuals provided valuable input on this report: Clinton Brass, Specialist in Government
Organization and Management; Todd Garvey, Legislative Attorney; Michael Greene, Analyst on Congress
and the Legislative Process; Jennifer Manning, Senior Research Librarian; and Ben Wilhelm, Analyst in
Government Organization and Management.

This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan
shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and
under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other
than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in
subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in
its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or
material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to
copy or otherwise use copyrighted material.
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The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), codified at 5 U.S.C. §552, provides the public a right to access federal
agency information. For more information on FOIA, see CRS In Focus IF11450, The Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA): An Introduction, by Daniel J. Sheffner.
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Learn how Capitol Hill really works
All of our programs and any combination of their topics
can be tailored for custom training for your organization.
For more than 40 years, TheCapitol.Net and its predecessor, Congressional Quarterly Executive
Conferences, have been teaching professionals from government, military, business, and NGOs about
the dynamics and operations of the legislative and executive branches and how to work with them.
Our training, on-site and online, and publications include congressional operations, legislative and budget
process, communication and advocacy, media and public relations, research, testifying before Congress,
legislative drafting, critical thinking and writing, and more.

• Diverse Client Base—We have tailored hundreds of custom on-site and online training programs
for Congress, numerous agencies in all federal departments, the military, law firms, lobbying firms,
unions, think tanks and NGOs, foreign delegations, associations and corporations, delivering
exceptional insight into how Washington works.TM

• Experienced Program Design and Delivery—We have designed and delivered hundreds
of custom programs covering congressional/legislative operations, budget process, media training,
writing skills, legislative drafting, advocacy, research, testifying before Congress, grassroots, and more.

• Professional Materials—We provide training materials and publications that show how Washington
works. Our publications are designed both as course materials and as invaluable reference tools.

• Large Team of Experienced Faculty—More than 150 faculty members provide independent
subject matter expertise. Each program is designed using the best faculty member for each session.

• Non-Partisan—TheCapitol.Net is non-partisan.
• GSA Schedule—TheCapitol.Net is on the GSA Schedule for custom training:
GSA Contract GS02F0192X.
Please see our Capability Statement on our web site at TCNCS.com.
Custom training programs are designed to meet your educational and training goals, each led by
independent subject-matter experts best qualified to help you reach your educational objectives
and align with your audience.
As part of your custom program, we can also provide online venue, classroom space, breaks and meals,
receptions, tours, and online registration and individual attendee billing services.
For more information about custom on-site training for your organization, please see our web site:
TCNCustom.com or call us: 202-678-1600, ext 115.

TheCapitol.Net is
on the GSA Schedule
for custom training.
GSA Contract GS02F0192X

Non-partisan training and publications that show how Washington works.™
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